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NgabeN:
emotioN aNd RestRaiNt 
iN a baliNese HeaRt
by Robert Lemelson

16 min, 2012

The Balinese cremation ceremony, or ngaben, has primarily 

been known in the West as either a tourist attraction or fodder 

for long-standing anthropological arguments about whether 

or not Balinese people expressed, or even experienced, grief. 

This film takes a look at the ngaben from the perspective 

of a mourning son, Nyoman Asub, and reveals the intimacy, 

sadness, and tenderness at the core of this funerary ritual and 

exquisite cultural tradition.

RetuRNiNg souls 
by Hu Tai-Li

85 min, 2012

The pillars of the Amis tribe's ancestral house are home to 

tribal legends and spirits. The pillars, however, were moved 

to Taiwan's Institute of Ethnology Museum after a typhoon 

toppled the house 40 years ago. This film follows a group of 

young Amis who seek to restore the pillars and connections 

with their ancestors. Their efforts for cultural revitalization are 

complicated by the influence of western religions, national land 

policy, and local politics in this unique case of repatriation.

sHugeNdô Now
by Jean-Marc Abela

and Mark Patrick McGuire

88 min, 2010

This documentary is an experiential journey into the mystical 

practices of Japanese mountain asceticism. In Shugendô, 

practitioners perform ritual actions from shamanism, “Shintô,” 

Daoism, and Tantric Buddhism. They seek experiential truth of 

the teachings during arduous climbs in sacred mountains. More 

poetic than analytical, this film explores how a group of modern 

Japanese people integrate the myriad ways mountain learning 

interacts with urban life.

tHe PoojaRi’s daugHteR
by Gillian Goslinga

66 min, 2010

Using experimental film techniques that recall the work of Trinh 

Minh Ha, this film weaves dramatic footage of the rituals and 

temple life at Paandi Kooyil in 2001, the priestess 

Rajathiammal's moving narration of her process, interviews 

with close family, and brief narrations by the filmmaker. 

Together, these create a vivid and unforgettably intimate 

portrait of the devotional worlds of this remarkable woman and 

South Indian Hinduism.

afflictioNs:
cultuRe aNd meNtal
HealtH iN iNdoNesia
by Robert Lemelson

6 films, 182 min, 2010/2011

A six-part series of ethnographic films on severe mental 

illness in Indonesia, based on material drawn from 12 years 

of person-centered research by writer/anthropologist Robert 

Lemelson. The series, which follows six individuals of 

different ages and backgrounds, explores the relationship 

between culture, mental illness, and first-person experience.

dRums oN tHe Red RiveR
Lan Phuong, Jayasinhji Jhala, 

Hoang Son, Lauren Meeker

73 min, 2010

Once a year in Yen Vinh, Hung Yen Province, Vietnam, a grand 

three-day festival is held at a temple by the Red River to 

worship the god Chu Dong Tu and his two wives, Tien Dung 

and Tay Sa. This film documents the Chu Dong Tu festival of 

2007. The festival is an important example of the widespread 

revival of traditional folk festivals that has followed economic 

and political reform since 1986.
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foRest of bliss
by Robert Gardner

90 min, 1986

Forest of Bliss documents daily life in Benares, India’s most 

holy city. The film attempts to give the viewer a wholly

authentic sense of participation in the experiences examined

by the film. This visually stunning re-mastered DVD includes 

Looking at Forest of Bliss with Robert Gardner and Stan

Brakhage as well as a photo gallery featuring journal entries 

read by Robert Gardner.

fRieNds iN HigH Places
by Lindsey Merrison

88/56 min, 2001

Friends in High Places reveals the central role of nats and 

spirit mediums in alleviating the day-to-day burdens of modern 

Burmese life. Just as nats exist somewhere on the spectrum 

between mortals and the divine, the homosexual men who 

serve as the primary conduits for nat spirits are considered to 

be neither male nor female.

tReasuRe of tHe lisu
by Yan Chun Su

30 min, 2010

Treasure of the Lisu takes us into the world of Ah-Cheng, 

a master musician and tradition bearer of the Lisu minority 

people in southwest China. Originating in eastern Tibet, the 

Lisu people now live among the mountainous Nu (Salween) 

River canyon, an area caught between the ancient and the 

modern world. Treasure of the Lisu, observational in style with 

no scripted narration, paints an intimate portrait of one family of 

an ethnic minority living in modern day China.

demolitioN (cHaiqiaN) 
by JP Sniadecki

62 min, 2008

This film is a portrait of urban space, migrant labor, and ephem-

eral relationships in the center of Chengdu, the capital of Sich-

uan province in western China.  In exploring the various banal 

yet striking interactions between members of China's  

"floating population," the city's residents, and the filmmaker, the 

film simultaneously expresses and resists the fleeting nature of 

the Chinese urban experience. 

tRadiNg womeN 
by David Feingold

77 min, 2003

Trading Women enters the worlds of brothel owners, 

trafficked girls, voluntary sex workers, corrupt police and 

anxious politicians. Filmed in Burma, China, Laos, and 

Thailand, this is the first film to follow the trade in women in 

all its complexity and to consider the impact of this 'far away' 

problem on the global community.

summeR PastuRe
by Lynn True, Nelson Walker, 

and Tsering Perlo

86 min with

93 minutes of extras, 2010

Filmed in the grasslands of eastern Tibet, Summer Pasture 

offers an intimate glimpse into the life of a nomad couple 

and their infant daughter. Locho and his wife, Yama, live in 

Dzachukha -- nicknamed '5-most' by the Chinese for being the 

highest, coldest, poorest, largest, and most remote county 

in Sichuan Province. With rare access to a highly insular 

community, this film is a deeply personal account of a vanishing 

way of life and a universal story of family survival.
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