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ImagInIng IndIans
by Victor Masayesva, Jr.

60 min, 1992

With an all-Indian crew, Victor Masayesva visited tribal 

communities in Arizona, Montana, New Mexico, South Dakota, 

Washington and the Amazon to produce this film. Masayesva 

says, "I am concerned about a tribal and community future 

which is reflected in my film and I hope this challenges the 

viewer to overcome glamorized Hollywood views of the Native 

American, which obscures the difficult demands of walking the 

spiritual road of our ancestors."

a Weave of TIme: The 
sTory of a navajo famIly 
by Susan Fanshel

60 min, 1986/2014

Digitally Restored & Remastered

In 1938, anthropologist John Adair travelled to the Navajo 

reservation in Pine Springs, Arizona with a 16mm hand 

wind motion picture camera. There, Adair met and filmed 

the Burnside family, creating a visual record of Navajo life in 

the 1930s. In this film, Adair's previously unseen footage is 

juxtaposed with contemporary scenes and interviews with the 

family 50 years later. As their story evolves, the clash between 

past and present surfaces, documenting four generations of 

change in one Navajo family.

from The InsIde ouT
by April Chabries, W. Grant 

Williams & Dan Fredley

27 min, 2003

In the Navajo language there is no word for religion or art, 

used instead is "hozho" – beauty, balance, order and harmony. 

Baskets are a part of this history, and contribute to the balance, 

harmony, and beauty of Navajo life. Oppression, trade, and 

technology led to dwindling numbers of basket weavers, but in 

the 1970s, Navajo basketry was revived in the Douglas Mesa 

region of the Utah reservation. This film depicts the new and 

old roles baskets play in the lives of contemporary weavers. 

6 generaTIons
by Paul Goldsmith, ASC

57 min, 2011

Ernestine De Soto is a Chumash Native American whose 

mother, Mary Yee, was the last speaker of her native Barbareño 

language. In this film, her family reaches back to the days the 

Spanish arrived in Santa Barbara and made first contact. The 

impact of loss of land, language, culture, and life itself is made 

all the more clear by Native American voices describing these 

events as they experienced them.

BeIng Innu
by Catherine Mullins

53 min/76 min, 2007

For thousands of years the Innu lived as nomads, but 

1960s government policy forced them to settle and form 

communities in Labrador and Quebec, giving way to addiction, 

suicide, and unemployment. This film lets the Innu tell their 

own story through an unvarnished look at life in the village of 

Sheshatshiu, Labrador. Young people, elders, and teachers 

round out a portrait of a community in crisis as they try to 

balance tradition and reality.

Box of Treasures
by Chuck Olin 

& the U'mista Cultural Centre

28 min, 1983

In the late 19th century, the Canadian government removed 

ritual objects from the possession of the Kwakiut'l, a Native 

American community on the Northwest Coast. The objects, or 

'potlatch', were their way of celebrating culture, identity, and 

heritage. This film documents the cultural significance of these 

events for modern Kwakiut'l people, and serves as a testimony 

to the persistence and complexity of their society as they 

struggle to redefine their identity.
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ITam hakIm hopIIT
by Victor Masayesva, Jr.

58 min, 1984

This critically acclaimed film was produced in the Hopi 

language and subtitled in English.  A poetic visualization of 

Hopi philosophy and prophecy, this compelling film transports 

the viewer to an ancient world and culture. Offering a unique 

cultural bridge, Itam Hakim Hopiit teaches the quiet virtues of 

observation.

smokIn’ fIsh
by Luke Griswold-Tergis 

& Cory Mann

80 min, 2011

Cory Mann is a quirky Tlingit businessman hustling to make 

a dollar in Juneau, Alaska. Each year, he puts his business on 

hold and spends a summer smoking salmon at his family's 

fish camp, trying to maintain connected to Native American 

traditions while balancing the demands of modern-day life. 

A playful exploration of Native American identity, Smokin’ 

Fish chronicles one man's attempts to navigate the collision 

between the modern world and an ancient culture.

The drums of WInTer 
(uksuum cauyaI)
by Sarah Elder 

& Leonard Kamerling

90 min, 1988

This feature-length documentary explores the traditional 

dance, music, and spiritual world of the Yupik Eskimo people of 

Emmonak, a remote village at the mouth of the Yukon River on 

the Bering Sea Coast. The Drums of Winter offers an intimate 

look at a way of life into which most of us have seen only 

glimpses.

IndIan self-rule:
a proBlem of hIsTory 
by Selma Thomas

58 min, 1985

After centuries of struggle, the Indians of North America own 

less than 2% of the land settled by their ancestors. Indian 

Self-Rule traces the history of white-Indian relations from 

nineteenth century treaties through the present, as tribal 

leaders, historians, teachers, and other Indians gather at a 

conference organized to reevaluate the significance of the 

Indian Reorganization Act of 1934.

cree hunTers 
of mIsTassInI 
by Boyce Richardson

& Tony Ianzelo

59 min, 1974

For thousands of years, the Cree Indians of James Bay 

inhabited the northern Quebec forests - originally gathering 

wild rice, and later hunting, fishing, and trapping. Traditionally, 

small groups of families spent the winter months together 

in the bush, subsisting on moose, beaver, deer, wild geese 

and caribou. In 1973, a film crew joined three families in their 

annual move to the north.

dances of The kWakIuTl
by Robert Gardner

9 min, 1951

This film is composed of fragments filmed in 1950 in Fort 

Rupert, British Columbia. The clips were made during a 

performance by those still familiar with the tradition of 

‘Hamatsa’, or cannibal dancing. This type of dance was brought 

to impressive artistic heights by the Kwakiutl people of the 

Northwest Coast.
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